The Musical Mind
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[image: image2..pict]Shapes are enclosed areas, solid matter that tells us something is an apple, or a cloud, or a person. We readily identify objects by the shapes they present. Many people use the term shape to describe three-dimensional form, but form is a more accurate description. "Shape" is only two-dimensional, like a comic strip drawing. Form is three-dimensional: it has length, width, and depth -- a sculpture or clay pot has form. Forms imply weight and solidity; shapes suggest a single surface. (From Exploring Visual Design, Second Edition, Gatto, Porter & Selleck). 
I want you to think of abstractions. For instance, a tight, closeup of the hole in a guitar, shot from directly in front will have a different look and feel than a similarly closeup view of the sinuous curved edge of the guitar...Each can imply different characteristics of the instrument, the maker, the music, or the musician.

Create images of musical instruments or other representations of "music" and [image: image3..pict]then create several other images of people that can be used to create a photomontage. In other words, each image you submit should be created from a layering of multiple single images combined into one. You may manipulate your images to best reflect the concepts described in this assignment.

1. Photograph many images of musical instruments, music notation, music recordings, words about music, and any other representation of "music." Try to be as broad as possible, but remember that you will be trying to unify differing elements into a single idea. Your photographs should be sharp, in focus, and correctly exposed.

2. Select someone to photograph. Create a variety of different portrait images that are sharp, in focus, and correctly exposed.

3. Save your image files to your F-drive into a folder titled "Musical Mind."

4. It would be smart for you to beginning this process by creating several "thumbnail" sketches. Thumbnails are small sketches that you use as a blueprint for building an artwork - they are NOT finished drawings but a sort of shorthand for you to figure out how you will arrange elements on the final artwork.

5. Create a blank canvas that is 9" wide x 6" tall at 225 ppi resolution in RGB color mode.

6. Cut out and manipulate musical photographs that YOU have created and combine them with portrait images that YOU have created. Your objective is to produce a montage constructed from your images that is personally meaningful to you.

7. As you work, save your files in .PSD format. IF YOU DO NOT, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR LAYERS AND WILL HAVE TO START ALL OVER!

8. You will create a total of three (3) Musical Mind photomontage artworks. Save the final artworks in an unflattened .PSD file AND also in a flattened .JPG file. 

9. Post these images to your blog, use the title "The Musical Mind." 
10. Put in a text box to, write a brief personal reflection (at least four complete sentences) in which you describe the images you have created and explain why you chose the images you did to define the "Musical Mind." In another sentence or two, tell me what the phrase "Musical Mind" means to you, now that you have defined it visually.

11. Your grade will be determined by (1) how you solve the visual problem presented here, (2) the appropriate use of procedures, and (3) the rubric at the bottom of this document.

Rubric
	 
	 Excellent
	 Good
	 Average
	 Needs Improvement

	Craftsmanship
	20 
	19 - 18 
	17 - 16 
	15 or less 

	Exposure & Contrast
	20 
	19 - 18 
	17 - 16 
	15 or less 

	Composition & Clarity
	30 
	29 - 27 
	 26 - 24
	23 or less 

	Aesthetics
	30 
	29 - 27 
	 26 - 24
	23 or less 


